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Ordination of Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia ot publication of the

With God’s Grace, on the Saturday of Bright Week, Genuine Orthodox Church
April 21/May 4, 2019, His Grace Bishop Maximus of Pel- of America
agonia was ordained by His Beatitude Archbishop Kal-
linikos of Athens and all Greece, at the Sacred Monastery
of the Holy Archangels in Athikia, Corinth. Concele-
brants were Their Eminences, Metropolitan Gerontios of
Piraeus and Salamina, Metropolitan Chrysostomos of ~ Ordination of Bishop........... p-1
Attica and Voiotia, Metropolitan Gregory of Thessaloni-
ca, Metropolitan Photios of Dimitriados, Metropolitan
Moses of Toronto, Metropolitan Demetrius of America,
and their Graces, Bishop Ambrose of Methoni, and Bish-
op Klimis of Gardikion. Interview w/Fr. John............ p-2

Also, many Priests and Deacons took part in the cere-
mony, among which was the Proto-presbyter, Reverend Family & Youth Conf. 2019....p2
Fr. Thomas Marretta from America, who is the father in
the flesh of the new Bishop.

The Orthodox Greek-Byzantine Choir chanted, under ~Ask His Eminence................ p-3
the direction of chanting instructor Michael Makris.
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ing more and more control on earth as time passes, and we draw closer to the end of the world...Let us take this seriously, beloved

faithtul. We should come before the Lord and beseech Him for our families, for our children, and for all Orthodox children. The chil-

dren of the Church are going to be faced with many challenges; likely, worse challenges than the ones with which we were faced...” ~ Conference Flyer................ p-11
-Metropolitan Demetrius, Lenten Message 2019

The Holy Eparchial Synod of the G.O.C. in America has undertaken the patronage of the St. John of Damascus

Orthodox Educational Initiative, founded by His Eminence, Metropolitan Moses of Toronto. After exhaustive

research and extraordinary effort, the

Orthodox Educational Initiative is

Pledge Form............... Back Cover

About The Spiritual Watch

ready to begin offering key courses, to
middle and high school students this
fall, for the 2019-20 school year. The
Holy Synod is grateful to His Emi-

The Spiritual Watch is published
with the blessing of
His Eminence,
Metropolitan Demetrius
of America.

nence, Metropolitan Moses, and all
who have labored and contributed to
provide this dynamic educational op-

tion for our youth. Whether students The Spiritual Watch is mailed to

are home-schooling, or attending pri- the homes of faithful
vate or public schools, the Orthodox by request 'only. _

. I Please see request information
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rich students’ academic growth with a
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selection of courses that not only teach content, but teach students how to think, express their thoughts, and
succeed. These types of courses help students succeed in all other classes they will take, and routinely per-
form better on standardized tests (more about that in the interview with Fr. John Somers, below). If Ortho-
dox families support this initiative, through God’s mercy, it could grow each year to become a powerful edu-
cational alternative to prepare Orthodox children for college and life. This is our chance to support a true
and vigorous education for our children that is God-pleasing and meaningful. Below is an interview with Fr.
John Somers, which provides more details and background about the St. John of Damascus Orthodox Edu-

cational Initiative. Glory to God for all things!

An Interview with Fr. John Somers, Administrator

Spiritual Bless, Fr. John! Before we begin talking about the Orthodox Educa-

Watch: tional Initiative, I wanted to ask you a general question as a priest, as
a father of eight school-age children, and as an accomplished educa-
tor and administrator yourself: Would you share some of your gen-
eral concerns about sending our Orthodox children and youth to
public school systems?

Fr. John Aswe make decisions about the education of our children,

Somers: we need to recognize the fundamental premise that there is
no such thing as an ideologically neutral education. Underly-
ing assumptions always drive the education of children. In-
creasingly, in public school systems in both Canada and the
United States, we see a decidedly anti-Christian approach to
education, which denies God and His creation, changes his-
tory, politicizes science, and seeks to instill in our children
false and perverse ideals. Classic literary works and historical
literature are being replaced by reading selections intended to
cultivate a cultural Marxist world view—that is, viewing all
things in terms of oppression. We can talk more about the
history and motives behind this movement, but the bottom
line is that this world view tends to distort history, and ulti-
mately to portray Christianity as the “source of oppression.”
So, when considering how to educate children, I would apply
the “exercise and Cheetos” metaphor: If one were to begin a
great exercise program, but then consume Cheetos all day
long, how much benefit would he see? Likewise, how does it
affect children when we provide them with an Orthodox
foundation, but then send them to a school which exposes
them to false history and perverse doctrines? Any school en-
vironment in which we place our children should be reasona-
bly conducive to the foundation of an Orthodox mindset.
Having said that, our pastoral goal for the Orthodox Educa-
tional Initiative is to help children wherever they are—be

SW:

they in public or private o
schools, or in a home-school “¥5¢
program. We want this to be
a reasonable next step to

help our kids grow, both as learners and as Orthodox Christians.

Thank you, Fr. John. So, what exactly is the Orthodox Educational
Initiative? Can you give us some background?

Fr. ].S.:  For many years, His Eminence, Metropolitan Moses of Toron-

to, has been concerned about the education of Orthodox youth,
and he founded the Educational Initiative in order to begin to
build better educational options, rooted in Truth. After alot of
hard work and planning, we are ready to offer multiple classes
beginning in September (and following the Orthodox Church
calendar). Many of the classes that we are offering are academic
powerhouses, fostering not only academic growth in content are-
as, but more importantly, teaching students to be effective think-
ers and communicators.

St. Cosmas of Aitolia, who, during Ottoman rule, traveled
around Greece and Albania to encourage the oppressed Chris-
tians, asked in each village he visited, “Do you have a school with-
in your church?” He instructed the faithful to create schools with-
in their churches in order to establish the foundation of truth and
learning for the Orthodox youth.

24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was
founded on the rock.” (Matt. 7:20-27)

It is time to reclaim Orthodoxy as the foundation of education,

the “Light of the world” (John 8:12). Orthodoxy is the good yeast

which allows true education and understanding to grow. With
Cont’don p. 4

Family & Youth Conference 2019: St. Nicholas of Myra

The annual Family and Youth Conference will the Church, and Unity in the World. What true unity
take place at the Holy Orthodox Church of St. is will be addressed, as well as what true unity is not.
Nicholas of Myra, in Maryland, with the blessing The Presbyter of St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox
of His Eminence, Metropolitan Demetrius. It will ~ Church, Fr. George Psaromatis, together with Deacon
be on Saturday to Sunday, October 12th & 13th. Fr. John Psaromatis, and all the parish, ask for the
Friday, October 11 will be an optional day for reg- ~ Prayers of the faithful as we plan this event, that the
istrants, on which a fieldtrip to Washington, DC, Lord will bless the effort for a soul-profiting and joy-
will be planned—please register separately for this, ~ ous event for all.

The theme of the Family and Youth Conference Please see the inside back cover for the Conference
this year will be “UNITY”—Unity in the marriage, ~ flyer, or visit the parish website to register, and click
Unity in the family, Unity in the parish, Unity in on the Conference tab: www.StNicholasMd.com


http://www.stnicholasmd.com/
https://orthodoxlearninggoc.com/
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Ask His Eminence

Q.’ Why do we say, “O Cross of Christ, save us by Thy might!” Can the Cross hear us? Is It alive?
~ (Oral response to question posed during Q&A session, transcribed by SW)

No. Some of the hymnology of the

- Churchis poetic. For example, in
the Matins of the Service of the EvayyeA:-
ouog (Annunciation), there is a dialog be-
tween the Archangel Gabriel and the Moth-
er of God, speaking to one another. And
one may wonder: Was there a scribe there
taking these notes? No, but it is the poetic
hymnology of the Church guiding and in-
structing our souls. When we say, “O Cross
of Christ, save us by Thy Might,” basically it
is Christ—it is our Lord Jesus Christ Who is

saving us by the power of His Cross. We
notice, of course, that the word “Cross”
is very similar to “Christ.” We chant,
“Behold, through the Cross, joy has
] come to the whole world...” The power
of the Cross has extreme significance in
the life of the Christian. Through the
Cross, we are saved. Itislike when we call upon the name of
our Lord—and this does have great power, that’s for sure! Butit is
not that the name is the Lord Himself, but it is that through this
% invocation of His name, we call on Him, and we receive the Energy
of God. Energy is another word for Grace. So, we receive the Energy
S of Christ through the Cross.
Do you have a question for His Eminence, Metropolitan Demetrius of America, that you would like to ask through this column? Questions may be
sent to The Spiritual Watch, c/o St. John’s Monastery, 151 Heron Road, Cobleskill, NY 12043 , or email it to: KeepSpiritualWatch@gmail.com

Ordination of Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia coason foncoer

in three parts. Prior to the Apostle reading
and the beginning of the Ordination cere-
mony, His Beatitude Archbishop Kallinikos
spoke before the Bishop-elect, reminding
everyone that the history of our Church has
been one of great struggle, and of the bur-
den of responsibility that is borne by each
of Her Bishops. The Bishop-elect then read
his ordination speech in Greek.

Afterward, the order of Ordination to
Bishop followed. The vesting of His Grace,
Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia with the hier-
archical vestments took place, as the excla-
mation of “Axios!” was repeated, for his
worthy and distinguished conduct, election,
and ordination. During the remainder of
the Divine Liturgy, the newly-ordained was
given the honor to serve as second bishop,
alongside His Beatitude, our preeminent
Archbishop.

Before the Communion of the faithful, a
sermon was delivered by His Eminence,
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Attika and
Voiotia, addressing, among other topics,
the position of the Bishop in the Church, as
he offered his best wishes for the newly-
ordained.

Before the end of the Service, His Grace
Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia, received his
hierarchical Miter, as well as his Staft, from
His Beatitude the Archbishop. His Grace
Bishop Maximus then read the Dismissal,
and passed out Antidoron to the faithful,
while receiving their best wishes.

A celebratory meal followed, which was
offered by the Sisterhood of the Holy Mon-
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His Grace, Bishop Maximus, at his ordination
O Ocogiréatatos Emiokonog Mdéipog otn xetpotovia tov

astery. This joyous trapeza completed the hope-
filled and moving Hierarchical ordination of a
new and worthy Member of the Hierarchy of the
Holy Synod of our Church.

His Grace Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia, in the
world Emanuel Marretta, was born in Tom’s Riv-
er, New Jersey, on January 17, 1979, to a clergy
family. His father in the flesh, Fr. Thomas, was
ordained Deacon and then Presbyter by Saint

Philaret, Metropolitan of the Russian Or-
thodox Church Outside of Russia. Young
Emanuel spent most of his youth in New
York, since he moved there at the age of 11.
In 1997, he moved to Jordanville, New
York, to study Theology at the Seminary of
the Sacred Monastery of the Holy Trinity,
under the Russian Orthodox Church Out-
side of Russia.

In 1999, he became a Novice Monk. In
2001 he completed his studies and moved
to the Sacred Monastery of the Ascension
of the Savior, of our own Sacred Metropo-
lis of America, where, the following year,
2002, he was tonsured a Rassophore Monk
by his Elder, His Eminence Metropolitan
Pavlos of America. He was given the name
Maximus, in honor of St. Maximus the
Confessor. On January 21, 2008, he was
ordained Hierodeacon, once again by His
Eminence Metropolitan Pavlos. The fol-
lowing year, January 22, 2009, he was or-
dained Hieromonk by His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Pavlos, at the Church of St. Maxi-
mus, of our Metropolis, where Fr. Thomas
Marretta serves as Protopresbyter.

In 2012, Fr. Maximus was sent on a Mis-
sionary visit to Guatemala by His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Demetrius, who by
that time, had joined our Church as His
Grace Bishop Demetrius of Boston. Bishop
Demetrius had become
Fr. Maximus’s Elder,
after the health condi-

Cont’d on p. 7
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An Interview with Fr. John Somers, Administrator contdfromp.2

this in mind, St. Cosmas established schools wherever he wentto . J.S.: We are starting off with “a la carte” style educational pro-

preach. And this is what we are trying to do with the Orthodox gram, where students and their parents can pick and choose
Educational Initiative—to provide meaningful educational alter- in which classes to enroll, depending on their needs, and what
natives which will establish a strong foundation in knowledge type of schooling they are currently receiving. As I said, we
and the ability to evaluate, discern, and defend what is true. If the are open for students who are concurrently enrolled in public
faithful get behind this ‘fffort and support it, we will grow the or private schools, as a powerful supplemental education, or
program each year, adding new courses and levels. This is our for those currently in a home school program. With the sup-
chance to ultimately build a powerful Orthodox education for port of the Orthodox community, we hope to grow each year.
our children. This fall, we are offering Latin I for middle school students,

Fr. John, what grade levels /age groups will the Orthodox Educational Latin I for high school students (both taught by Fr. Steven
Initiative target in its first year, 2019-20? Allen), Ecclesiastical Greek (taught by Fr. Savvas Anastasiou),

Logic (taught by me), Apologetics for high school students
(taught by me), Introduction to Life Sciences (taught by Dr.
Xenia Vangor), Algebra I (taught by Dr. Xenia Vangor), and
w Classical Composition
| for 10-12 year old stu-
| dents (taught by Mrs.
gl Seraphima and Mr.
.| Vasilios Asimakos).

For our first year, our classes will target mostly middle school and
high school students; we are offering classes for ages 10 and up.
In fact, there is a Classical
Composition class offered
for 10 to 12-year-olds. We
hope to build on our pro-
gram each year, adding
more classes and more
levels as we grow. The
classes are taught by quali-
fied Orthodox instructors,
including myself, Fr. Ste-
ven Allen, Fr. Savvas Ana- |
stasiou, Dr. Xenia Vangor, $8ull
Vasilios and Seraphima
Asimakos. Complete de-
scriptions of all classes
and syllabi are available
on our website

Ry

SW: As a parent of for-
mer public school stu-
dents, I have been per-
suaded, at some level, to
give a disproportionate
emphasis to content—i.e.,
the four “core” subjects:
English, math, social stud-
ies, and science, even
though statistics show that
students who have taken
classical education cours-
es, such as Latin and Log-
ic, routinely outperform
their peers. What do you
say to parents who want a

The Initiative isa hybrid | | JJiS i bigger focus on the four
program, available to any | «p, you have a school within your church?” asked St. Cosmas of Aitolia, in every village that he core” subjects from the
student in Canada, the visited... He instructed the faithful to create schools within their churches in order to establish the get-go, and What.a re .the
) ) . benefits of enrolling in
United States, or anywhere foundation of truth and learning for the Orthodox youth... OFI classes now?
in the world with internet
access, and it will incorporate online education, real-time online
meetings, tutorial videos and activities, one-on-one instructional
support, and periodic mini conferences in Toronto and potential-
ly in other locations. Class sizes will be limited to 10 students per
class, to maximize individualized attention as well as richer dis-
course. The weekly, one-hour web-conferencing classes will allow

Are these online classes? i
How will it work, logistically? |

Fr. ].S.: 'This is a good question because it brings to the surface cer-
tain important realities when it comes to learning. Before I
get into that, I will say that these four subjects are very im-
portant; the Orthodox Educational Initiative currently targets
most of these subjects, and others overlap with our courses in
important ways. This is our first year; God willing, in the fu-

interaction with teachers and other students in real time. Tutori- ture, if the faithful jump on board, our course offerings will

al videos with related activities will be available throughout each expand to form a complete, powerful education program for
week on our YouTube channel. The face-to-face mini confer- our Orthodox youth.

ences will be held on location on a quarterly basis. In its first year, the Orthodox Educational Initiative seeks to
The instructors will also be available each week during office fill the most immediate educational needs of our youth—and
hours, through videoconferencing, and there may be flexibility these are method-based, not subject-based. In other words,
for the creation of study groups and teacher-directed meetings in the most immediate educational needs of our children, that

have been quite deliberately removed from public school sys-
tems, is not the learning of content, but the learning of how to
learn—logic and thought. You can read hundreds of books,
but if you do not have training in logic, then you will be
swimming in a morass of information, without having the
tools to make use of that information. The internet is an ex-

parishes or areas which have a high concentration of students
participating in the Initiative.

SW: I know that the syllabi and Iots of information is
available on the Initiative website, but could you give us an
— 4 example of the classes that will be offered this fall?

Cont’d on next page
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ample of such a morass of information. Without search engines Other than their direct attack on Christianity, these cultural
and tools to organize and evaluate this data, the internet would Marxist ideologies have had toxic effects on education and

just become a vast learning. If we look around us, we see the results: The develop-
wasteland of point- “..These skills transcend any content learned in || ment and encouragement of thought has been put aside—all

less information. In || any one class. This is methods-based learning, and || “intellectual” discourse is now consumed by alleged discrimina-
the classical ap- it will help students in all the classes they will ever || tion and oppression. Linguistically, logic and thought used to be
proach to education, take, be they in public or private schools, and developed in grammar courses; Latin and Greek grammar would
students learn how more importantly, it will help them in life.” yield sophisticated logical thought processes. Students who have
to learn; they devel- studied Latin, as we said, consistently score higher on the SATs,

op the tools to think, to evaluate, and to effectively respond to
the information and disinformation to which they will be ex-
posed. As the saying goes, if you give a man a fish, he will eat for
one day. If you teach a man how to fish, he will eat his whole life.
Which has more value? Teaching with content-based priorities is
valuable, but method-based courses are greatly more so, and
should be prioritized as such, because we are teaching students
to “fish,” metaphorically. We are called “rational sheep,” refer-
ring to our reason, our logic, our ability to think, and to choose
between right and wrong. A fundamental goal of education
should be to cultivate these skills. God willing, we will add litera-
ture and history courses, but learning how to learn should be the
first priority. Our current methods-based courses, such as logic
and apologetics for example, open up a higher potential for
learning in any other class, in any other school, in which the
students may be enrolled. This is why studies consistently show
that students with training in classical methods and classical
languages outperform their peers on standardized tests and just
about all measures of academic success.

partly because they have developed their minds through the
study of this orderly grammar. In math, developing geometric
proofs was an example of logical thinking development. Science
was supposed to be a true study of the physical world, and thus
naturally point to the Creator of it; but in schools today we see
that perverse political agendas drive science curricula, not the
search for truth. Logic itself was valued as a critical class for de-
veloping the mind and learning how to learn. Now we see that
this invaluable, method-driven classical education, which de-
fined the learning process, has been supplanted by a rhetoric of
oppression and discrimination, intended to distract the thinker
and disrupt logical discourse. And Christians are portrayed as
those who created all that “discrimination.” Using thatas a
premise, the leaders of this movement have all but convinced an
unsuspecting populace to do away with all literature and history
coming out of Western civilization—on the grounds that it is
influenced by the Christian values of the “oppressors.” Not only
the search for truth, but the very concept of truth, has been at-
tacked in public education, which is the ultimate suspension of
logic. But then, the agenda of the cultural Marxists does not

SW: Fr. John, you say that method-based education, that is, learning how to

learn, is being deliberately removed from public education. Why is want logical thinkers,
this happening? “..There is obviously an educational problem con- ||| nor rational sheep.

Fr. JS: There is some significant history behind this movement; I fronting our youth—these issues will not go away || These methodical and
will not go into detail, but I will share some of the back- if we ignore them. We need to come together as || deliberate reforms
ground concerning educational reforms that took place over the Body of Christ, make the sign of the Cross, and || brought about a continu-
the last century. When World War I began, Marxists charge forth, trusting God, for the sake of our al attack against the
thought that workers would unite, and that Marxist ideolo- children’s education...Obviously, the success of the || Church, and a continual
gies would thrive. When that failed to happen, Marxist intel- effort is dependent on the participation of the attack on the classical
lectuals regrouped and decided to rid the world of two things, faithful in the Initiative.” form of education, since

the latter teaches think-

in order for their agenda to succeed: Classical Education and )
Christianity. They developed “cultural Marxism” and, after ers to search for truth. The byproduct of all this, for our youth,

WWI, founded the Frankfurt Institute in order to spread their are.emotional problems, behavioral issues, drgg abuse, etc,,
doctrines. In fact, the ideology of “political correctness” has its Wthh. stem frqm the lack of a proper founfiatlon. The cultural
origins in the Frankfurt Institute. Marxist educational movement did notbuild  Cont’d on p. 6
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its house on the Rock, so to speak, and the results
can be seen in the public schools today.

SW: What is classical education?

Fr.JS: At the heart of classical education is the fun-
damental goal to successfully teach students to
think well, to speak well, to write well—an inter-
dependent progression of skills. All of us, and
especially our children, are immersed in a barrage
of claims. People claim this to be true, or that to
be true, constantly. What must our children be
able to do?

If someone asserts something, students must be
able to understand what was asserted—to process
that claim. The student needs to assess the claim,
and evaluate its merit based on logic and evi-
dence.

The next step is that the student must be able to
defend the claim, or to refute it. In both cases, the
student needs the skills to articulate his or her
thoughts. Logic is the science of clear
thinking, the means
explain why we are
thinking this way,
and the corner-
stone of successful
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they will ever take, be they in public or
private schools, and more importantly, it
will help them in life.

Classical education consists of three phas-
es, which roughly correspond to the devel-
opmental stages of a child. The first stage
is the grammar stage, since it points
younger students toward reality. Language
uses signs which point to the truth, to the
things themselves. I will give you an exam-
ple of the early stages of language develop-
ment: when my youngest child was a tod-
dler, he pointed to a goat and said
“Ginger!” Ginger is our dog. As the child
enters the grammar stage, he begins to use
language to differentiate and
define reality. As he begins to
develop in the grammar stage,
when he sees a goat, he will
differentiate reality, and he
will not identify it as a dog.
During the grammar
stage, the

effective use of language to identify and
categorize reality is developed.

The second stage is logic, developing
thinking and learning skills; this stage
roughly corresponds to the late elemen-
tary and middle school years. And the
third stage is rhetoric—learning to de-
fend our thoughts, based on logic and
evidence, and to persuade. That is clas-
sical education in a nutshell.

SW: Do you think that older students can seam-

lessly incorporate classical educational prin-
ciples into their program, through enrolling
in Orthodox Educational Initiative classes,
even though they are nearing the end of
their high school education? Or is it too late
to reap the benefits of classical education?
Fr.JS: If someone has
not exercised at
all during
his child-
hood, would
it benefit him
to start exercis-
ing as a young

€Qing,

writing. Z;N adult? Of course,
Students need oy : it would. Like-
to be able to AL Syl ONA‘“TC,,?' e ey, f| Wise, anyone
make intellec- Rt op 4 oy Tk, o would benefit from
tual claims AMERIC T ] OC o & e r Yo | OUr dynamic classi-
and defend -C, IN e " J cal education classes,
them. They Totocy, o (7, "%, J atany age. Almost all
need to 2019.5 s s, &PM of us have been robbed
compre- gy S ~ | of our classical educa-
hend To e - %ﬁne 13/ &) *‘Oupo,,-s tion inheritance by the
complex ren ere argy,,. Aq;7.019 <oy, — ff contemporary approach
claims elo & ang th Ving ducati \ 11 playi h
that Ved Sty Athg,, - to education. So, weare all playing catchup. Yet
d Dy, : Our gy, e the benefits to starting are immeasurable.
ml'nenc:x:d by gy Sing Lons ureh SW: Could you share some of the challenges in creat-
desr,' :ﬁe féithfu‘l’ses, MeZ-er ly con, 2 ing this Initiative program?
or thlel:r éz P’OV};{; hig Sa::;(;lita,, OmToizd _ Fr. JS: It has been a lot of work. We have had
an pes Udrey, ofg qly e C.’Zetropo i 0, carjjy 2041, challenges with time and money. The development
Lrangg, P for o1 thmlddlc Schlng, in boan Onling thig Sits r beloy,, J of a sophisticated hybrid educational program has
‘Aive fro,,t,h ¢ Patronz faithy, ;.) ! ang hi hsacfed pgggram to ‘;’_’den%k lb TOthey li taken a great deal of research and has been costly. His
[j'su our ;22 facrcdgltl f the (;’ Chu,chsl_cbool pol :GCula’ i;;jejl)"hodsxif’ablishs Eminence, Metropolitan Moses, is leading a grassroots
in MTragan di Cheargey Z;I'Op Olis o Johy f" Norry, Seging th el o enis f fundraising effort for the program. Glory to God, we
fh"’ﬂd sup Ooc?ses to CSSing e Tor, Ongo zoDamaSCUSer’ca, % e‘h”eed Suits, J have gathered a qualified and talented team of Orthodox
’ hee’" by GZ&"& this g’: he g, l'lhtf‘: fait},ﬁllog" Hop, E}?’leodoXal‘;e dec,-é:;' educators, and we are getting everything in place to begin
‘duc"ffOn;a IMe_”Op e 17’leasj,,‘,g »{,"f the M:”’O Me[rir"‘hial SypeJeatjo,, | teaching.
DStrye, Iniy t:: bMoseS o::‘; for thggpolis & 7‘301"8 of d’e thug There is obviously an educational problem confront-
e 'stnbu‘:er beloy,, J Chalf, of”:” Contin:elv"tzo,, . f;‘;nto in (', ca J ing our youth—these issues will not go away if we ignore
Urag, ave abpe COpjag Ofons’ & Parch,, as the hi € chijy, them. We need to come together as the Body of Christ, make
g Oin in?/? % 1o a//this Protcver Pa Synog Mer archj,, the sign of the Cross, and charge forth, trusting God, for the
fute 'S sacpq de the fa,u?;"/, alopy, " IS of 4 sake of our children’s education.
them. These skills deaye,. ! enlrusfz Vith e Parigh, ' o '
transcend any content ed 1o thej, inf, a;oand SW: What can the faithful do to help with this extraordinary effort?
learned in any one class. = d ':::I Fr.JS: Please pray for the Orthodox Educational Initiative. Ob-

This is methods-based learning, and it
will help students in all the classes
4

viously, the success of the effort is dependent on the participa-

Cont’d on next page
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Ordination of Bishop Maximus of Pelagonia coasony 5

tion of His Eminence Metropolitan Pavlos, formerly of America, had become worse. In 2015, a Sacred Skete was founded in Guatemala, where Fr.
Maximus settled and has lived the last few years, after being appointed Head of the Missionary Communities of our Church in Latin America, by
the current Metropolitan His Eminence Demetrius of America.
Besides English, the new Bishop speaks Russian, Spanish, and Greek, and he is distinguished by his monastic spirit and disposition, his mission-
ary zeal, and overall, his love for the Church.
To His Grace Maximus, Bishop of Pelagonia: Many Years!

Issue 2

(Translated from the original article, published on the EcclesiaGOC.gr website)

Xerpotovia Oeod. Emokomov Iedayoviag Magipov

To Z&BPato tig Atakatvnoipov, 21-4/4-5-
2019, tehécbnke oLV Oed 1} xelpoToVia ToD
®¢0¢. Emiokomov [Tehayoviag k. Makipov
010 KaBoAwko tiig Tepdg Movijg Ayiwv Ta-
Elapx@v ota ABikia Kopwvbiag, amnod tov Ma-
Kapuwtato Apxlemiokomo ABnvadv kal mdong
EANadog k. KaAAiviko, pué ouAAettovpyois
Tovg Xef. Mntpomoliteg Iepaidg & Xa-
Aapivog k. Tepdvtio, ATtikiic & Bowwtiag k.
XpvodoTopo, O@eooahovikng k. [pnyodpio,
Anuntpiadog k. wtio, Topovto k. Mwvoii,
Apepikiis k. AnpiTplo, kal Tovg Ocog.
Emokdmovg MeBwvng k. ApBpoaoto kai Fap-
Swciov k. KAfun.

Eniong &EAapav pépog moAoi Tepeig, petakd
TOV OTolWwV Kol O £§ Apepikiig Katd odpka
natépag tod véou Emokomov AiS. . Owpdg
Maoapéta, kai Atdkovol.

Ewahe 11'0p00680&n EAAnvixty Bufavtivi
Xopwdia vmo v Stevbvvorn Tod Movokodt-
daokdlov k. MixanA Maxkpf]. Madi 8¢ pe ta
dvaotdota ypdppata ouvdvactnkav kol
avtd TG EopTiig tiig Ayiag ITevinkooTtiis.

IIpo Ti¢ evapEwg Tiig O. Aettovpyiag, 6
gyneopévog Eniokomog . Magog
avéyvwoe EAANVIoTL TV kablepwpévn
Opoloyia ITiotewg o¢ tpia pépn. IIpo tod
Amootol koD AvayvwopaTtog, Kal Tig
évapEewg Tiig TeAeThG ThG XepoToviag, 6
Makapuwtatog Apyteniokomnog k. KaAivikog
TPOOEPWVNOE TOV EYNPLopévo drevhupioag

His Grace, Bishop Maximus, with his parents in the
flesh, at his ordination in Greece

O Ocogpiréotatog Emiokomos Ma&ipog pe tovg katd
odpka yoveic Tov, oTnV xetpotovia Tov otnv EAAdda

TV papTupikn) iotopia Tig ExkAnoiag pog kai
10 Bdpog Tiig evBVVNG, TO OToTo EmwpileTat O
kabe’Eniokonog AvTiig. ‘O 8¢ éyngiopévog,

avéyvwoe EAANVIOTL TOV XELPOTOVNTTPLO
Adyo tov, 6 OToiog SnpoacteveTaL

Katomwv, dxolovOnoe 1 1a€ig tig Xetpoto-
viag ig’Eniokomov kai 1} évvoig tod ayiov
[Tehayoviag k. Ma&ipov S t@v
ApXLEPATIKDV Ap@iwV, UE TV AVaQWVNon
100 «8Elog» yia v d&la kai adaPfAntn dwa-
ywy1, €ékAoyr| kal xetpotovia Tov. ZT0
vnolotmo TiG O. Aetovpyiag, 6 veoxelpoTo-
vnBeig katixe TIUNTIKOG TNV devTépa Béon
pHeTd TOV poekdpxovta Makapwtato
Apyeniokonod pag. Kata 16 Kowvwvikov,
Ouhia ékpavnoe 0 Zef. AtTikiig kai BowTi-
ag K. XpuoooTopog, dvagepBeig oLV Toig
&Aoot kat oty B¢om tob Entokdmov oty
ExxAnoia, ebxndelg 1a déovta oTOV veoxel-
potovnOévta. IIpod tiig AMoAVoewS, 6 Ocoq.
[Tehayoviag k. Ma€ipog Elape v
apxepatiki Mitpa, 6w kol v PaBdo
amo Tov Makapldtato ApxLeniokomno, kol
€kave v AmoAvon, Staveipag to
Avtidwpov kai Sex0eig Tig DXEG TOV MOTOV.

AkolovBnoe ¢dptia Tpanela, 1) Onoia ma-
peTéOn ano v Aded@otnta tig Tepdg
Movilg, OhokAnpwBeiong obtw Tiig
EATIS0QOpOL Kal oLYKLVNTIKAG ApXLEPATIKAG
Xetpotoviag £vog véou akiov Méhoug Tiig
Iepapyiag tiigTepdg Zvvodov i EkkAnoiag
Hag.

O O¢o¢. Eniokomnog [Tehayoviog k. Ma&L-
HoG, katd koopov Eppavovuih Mapéta

Zvvéxela otn o€ 8

An Interview with Fr. John Somers, Administrator contdfrom previ-

tion of the faithful in the Initiative. We are hoping that Orthodox families will “take a leap” and try it. Course descriptions and syllabi are available
on our website. We encourage Orthodox families, whether in public schools, private schools, or home schooling, to supplement their children’s
education with this wonderful Orthodox alternative. The participation of the Orthodox will allow us to grow each year, God willing, into a wonder-
ful Orthodox educational institution that produces truly educated thinkers.
Finally, anyone who is able, please consider supporting the OEI financially, as we are facing great technological and other expenses in this effort.
We are also hoping to establish a scholarship fund for Orthodox youth who are facing financial challenges. Please let us know if you would like to

help. Please take a look at our website, https://orthodoxlearninggoc.com/ where you will find the donate button that allows you to make a

tax-deductible donation in either Canadian or U.S. funds. On our website, you can make a donation via PayPal or via check.

You can also mail donations in U.S. funds made out to “Joy of
All Who Sorrow Mission” earmarked “Orthodox Educational

You can hand deliver or mail donations in Ca-
nadian funds made out to “GOC Metropolis of

Toronto” earmarked “Orthodox Educational
Initiative”.
Metropolitan Moses Mahany
P.O. Box 64592 Unionville
Markham, ON L3R 1M0

Initiative”.
Fr. John Somers
c/o Joy of All Who Sorrow Mission
357 N. Rolling Road
Springfield, PA 19064.

Lastly, thank you very much to the Spiritual Watch for having me, and may the Lord bless you!
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Desperate Orthodox Christians: MY ]ourney to Haiti

Jacmel is a town nestled by Kassiani Gehring
into the southern coast of  to walk from our lodgings to the compound within which
Haiti, bordered by a wreath the school and the church coexisted. To me, the church
of mountains on its inland ~ seemed spacious, but the open air walls and doorless entry
front. On our weekend ways granted to that illusion and the bare concrete floor,
visiting the Orthodox par-  spattered occasionally by rain brushing through, was clear
ish and school of St. Au- of rugs or benches. A few folding chairs hugged the low
gustine, we rode down half-walls, and when we arrived, they were occupied by
through those mountains children. They continued to sit, watching the service begin
on a road pocketed by ero- with wide, dark eyes. The service was in French, with an
sion and trafficked by plen-  occasional Kyrie Eleison, but the two chanters sang with a
ty of motorcycles and occa-  melody that reminded me of Russian chant without the

sional goats. We were harmonization. It was a mix that resounded with the at-
Dr. Gehrmg treats Ha1t1an patients (Ed.Note: Dr. Gehring is bringing the priest, Father mosphere, a cobbling together of traditions. There were
Kassiani Gehring’s father) Ambrose, to visit from three children that were baptized that afternoon, two baby

Port au Prince and conduct the services at this parish which, at the moment, only ~ boys named Lazar and John and a toddler girl named Kas-

has a reader. He sat between my father and I in the back of the van, all of us knock- ~ sia. They all seemed too big for the oversized cooking pot
Cont’d on next page

ing our knees together as the van jumped over the broken road. On the outskirts of
the town, where the dense foliage began to be interspersed by concrete brick build-
ings and roadside vendors, our van took a sharp turn off the main road and onto a
thin dirt lane that snaked its way through a banana tree grove. The place we were to
stay that weekend was at the end, but just past a bend in the lane, the school rose its
heavy gray concrete walls amidst the greenery. The location was stunning, the walls
were wrapped about in a wide green field where occasionally a cow or donkey wan-
dered, the mountains cast their looming shadow from above, and from the second
floor of the school, there could be seen the glimmer of blue from the sea.

We had barely a moment to unload our suitcases from the van before we were
told that the baptisms would begin at the top of the hour. I was never sure after-
wards if the service had been planned ahead at that exact time, or if things hap-
pened in Haiti on a whim. It seemed as if as soon as the priest arrived, word got out
and the families of the children gathered expectantly. However, it didn’t take long

Xepotovia Ogod. ETthKOTtOU l’[ekayovw(q Moagipov
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Tepopdvayog Thyv 22-1-2009, 0tdv Naw Tod Ayiov Makiiov Tic (Originally published on the EcclesiaGOC.gr website)



Desperate Orthodox Christians: My Journey to Haiti

that was their baptismal font, but Father Am-
brose found creative ways to submerge the im-
portant bits like their heads and torsos. At the
end, when traditionally the priest walks the new-
ly baptized three times around the church, the
Haitians wove their arms together and circled
the font in a manner that reminded me of Greek
dancing.

The liturgy Sunday morning brought flocks of
children in their neat pressed green and white
school uniforms. They congregated against the
back wall and a dull undertone of whispers
flooded the church. When it was time for com-
munion, the line of children wound its way out
the door and into .
the dirt courtyard
that also served as
the courtyard of the
school. Many of the
smallest children
wore pure white,
and it was difficult
at first to pick out
the newly baptized
amidst all the little
starched suits and
downy white dress-
es. For someone
who didn’t under-
stand French, I
could make out the
structure of the
service relatively
well. The litanies
were very easy to
distinguish, the
whole church
would sing Kyrie
Eleison and the old
woman on the chair
in front of me sang loudest of all in a cracked
and toneless voice. After the service was over,
the children dragged their desks out of the class-
rooms and arranged them in a giant circle about
the dirt courtyard. They waited quietly while the
woman served the clergy and guests the meal
and then worked their way around to them. I
was struck by how well-mannered they were.
For a people so steeped in poverty, where the
meal of fish, rice, fried plantains and coleslaw
would seem sumptuous, the children had been
taught respect and patience and were able to
harness their energy and their hunger.

We saw many of them again later that day after
the desks had been cleared off the grounds and
in turn tables arranged in the back of the church
for the clinic. The children overall seemed
healthy, rambunctious even, like the two boys
playing hide and seek between the wooden pil-
lars in the nave. My cousin Kali, an ED nurse,

took patients vitals and sent them to my
father, Dr. Gehring, who had a table beside
hers and was seeing patients and adminis-
tering prescriptions. Constantine and I
taped an eye chart with a Band-Aid to a
wooden pillar and had a table full of eye-
glasses for our optometry clinic. We all
saw patients until there were no more pa-
tients to see and the last of the stragglers
had wandered across the doorstep and
then wandered off with a grateful smile.
The whole clinic took about two and a half
hours, significantly less than the first one
that my father held which lasted about six.

We took that as a good sign.

The last morning of our weekend in Jac-
mel, we visited the classrooms and I was
able to see their education in action. The
school itself is a long building, open mostly
on one side with the same low half-wall
that the church had, separating the rooms
from the courtyard. The children in their
uniforms could be heard reciting their
lessons, and the combination of classes
created a cacophony of voices that echoed
throughout the courtyard. We entered a
few of the classrooms, visiting the first year
students and the highest year students on
the second floor. They all stopped their
lessons respectfully to greet us and my
father spoke to them briefly in Creole be-
fore we moved on to the next. The last
room we visited was to me the most heart-
breaking. Their library was on the second

Cont’d from previous page

floor with a magnificent view of palm
trees and the sea, but the shelves were
next to bare, with a few books draped
limply about them. I can only imagine
what kind of treasure a library filled to
the brim with books would be to the
children. There seemed to be much that
the school was lacking physically, but
from the math equations on the board
and the grammar they were learning,
they seemed to be receiving a good edu-
cation. As we walked between the clas-
ses, I could feel their eyes watching from
the open door-
ways and [ won-
dered if we
seemed just as
curious to them
as they were fas-
{ cinating to us.
It’s easy to be
overwhelmed by
a country like
Haiti. There is so
much corruption
and poverty, so
much to fix, that
| as one person, I
felt like I could
be toppled over
by the wave of
misery that the
people were liv-
ing in. Where do
you start? The
volume in which
these people
need help is stag-
gering. Whole
countries have donated millions of dol-
lars to Haiti and the money disappears
inexplicably, usually into the pockets of
the thin crust of upper class that rule the
country. How can one person put a dent
in this place if whole nations couldn't do
it? Yet after seeing the parish and the
school and feeling the link to these peo-
ple that Orthodoxy provides, I realized
that I had been looking at Haiti too
broadly. We were truly there for this one
group, for our fellow Orthodox. It seems
that no one can save all of Haiti, but we
can help our brothers and sisters in
Christ, living amidst the banana trees
and singing Kyrie Eleison in their open
air church. It’s a place
to start, and a beacon of
hope for our suffering
Haitian Orthodox.
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The Holy Metropolis needs the support of Her faithful in order to successfully meet Her responsibilities and objectives in the administration

of the Genuine Orthodox Church. May our Savior richly bless all who help His Church, as He has said.

H Iepa Mntpomnodn xpetalerar tnv vrootipién twv motwv Tng yua va avranokpiBei emtuxws otig evBvveg kat otovg atoxovg Tng otnv dioi-
knon Tng I'vijoiag OpBodo&ov ExkkAnoiag. Eife o Zwtiipag pag va evhoyei mhovotondpoxa 6dovg 6covg fonbovv Tnv ExkAnoia Tov, 6mwg

pag eime.
Benefactors
Annual gift of / Etrjola dwped twv
$3,000 or more

Anonymous, Maryland, USA
Anonymous, Wisconsin, USA £

Sponsors

Annual gift of / Etrjota Swped twv
$1,000-$2,999

Anonymous, Alberta, Canada
Anonymous, Maryland, USA
Anonymous, Maryland, USA
Anonymous, New Hampshire, USA
Anonymous, New York, USA
Anonymous, New York, USA
Anonymous, Pennsylvania, USA
Anonymous, South Carolina, USA
Anonymous, Virginia, USA
Anonymous, Washington, USA
Ecaterina and Adrian Cretu, Michigan,
USA

The Tatyanenko Family, Connecticut, USA
The Vlachos Sr. Family, Massachusetts,
USA

et
S e

For more information on how to be a supporter, sponsor, or
benefactor of the Holy Metropolis, please see the back cov-
er . If you have questions, or if there is an error / omission in
this list, please forgive us and let us know as soon as possi-
ble: The Metropolis of America, 151 Heron Road, Co-
bleskill, NY 12043

KeepSpiritual Watch@gmail.com

In Memoriam

“...And on those in the graves hath He bestowed life!”
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Anonymous, Arkansas, USA
Anonymous, Alberta, Canada
Anonymous, California, USA
Anonymous, Florida, USA
Anonymous, Illinois, USA
Anonymous, Illinois, USA
Anonymous, Illinois, USA
Anonymous, Illinois, USA
Anonymous, Manitoba, Canada
Anonymous, Maryland, USA
Anonymous, Massachusetts, USA
Anonymous, New Hampshire, USA
Anonymous, New York, USA
Anonymous, New York, USA
Anonymous, Oklahoma, USA
Anonymous, Ontario, Canada
Anonymous, South Carolina, USA
Anonymous, Wisconsin, USA

The Brotherhood of St. Edward, Woking,

England
Fr. Sergius & Matushka Vera Boulter,
Ohio, USA

533 Supporters
Annual gift of / Etrjola dwped twv
$100-$999

In Memory of Fr. Mark Gilstrap, Oklahoma, USA
In Memory of Marianthi Vasseliou, Michigan, USA
In Memory of Hannah Walker, New Hapshire, US
In Memory of Theano and Carl

Fr. Nicodemos Gayle, Virginia, USA
Rev. George Kochergin, Massachu-
setts, USA
Subdeacon Seraphim and Ourania
Englehardt,

South Carolina, USA
Cara Margaret Bliven, Georgia, USA
Joseph Bragg, Tennessee, USA
Sergej and Valeria Chernjausky,
New York, USA
Laura Dmohowski, New York, USA
Marcus Fidel, Oklahoma, USA
Sarah C. Flowers, California, USA
The Foley Family, New York, USA
Olena & Kseniya Jarova, Nova Sco-
tia, Canada
Nota & Dimitri Kandrevas, Michi-
gan, USA
The Klisouris Family, Ontario, Cana-
da
The Prieto Family, Florida, USA
The Suica Family, Arizona, USA

“Honor the Lorp with your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your crops; then your
barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will

brim over with new wine.”

-Proverbs 3:9-10

9 Tiua tov Kvpio amo ta vmdpxovtd oov, kat [ie TOVG TPWTO-Kapmovs OAwv
TV yevvnudtwy oov- 10 kat Ba yepioovv ot ortamoBrikes oov amo agbovia, kat ot

Anvoi oov Ba Eexetri{ovv amo véo kpaat.

-ITapopiar ZoAopwvtog



PLEASE JOIN US
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Family € Youth Conference
WASHINGTON, DC

With the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Demetrius, the 2079 Family € Youth Conference will take place at the

Holy Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas of Muyra

18433 Queen Anne Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774

Theme: “UNITY”
Unity in the marriage, unity in the family, unity in the parish,
unity in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church,
unity in the world

Topics: What is frue unity? What is not true unity?
What is the value of' fellowship / friendship?
How do we nurture it, and what destroys it?

When: Saturday ¢ Sunday, October 12 ¢ 13, 2019
Optional Day: Friday, October 11, 2019 (DC Visit—register separately)

Ages: The Conference welcomes children ages 7 and over
Adults of'all ages, single and married

TICKETS: £90 per person for first 3 members of immediate family ¢ household
O for 4th, 5th member, etc. of same family € household—please fill out
Separate “Free” registration form—we need names of all attendees

Optional Day: Friday, Oct. 11, $4O per person—no family cap posgible for DC fieldtrip day
please register separately—bus gpace limitations/ register ASAP

Clergy Ticketss 50 % Discount for all priests € deacons and their families
Thank you for your sacrifices for the Holy Church

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to REGISTER:

httpe://FamilyYouthConference2019.eventbrite.com

www.StNicholasMd.com (click on Conf&rence Tab)
Contact: FamilyYouthConf20O19@&gmail.com

Fr. George Psaromatis: frgeorgevp@gmail.com


https://familyyouthconference2019.eventbrite.com/
http://www.stnicholasmd.com/

< OUR SACRED METROPOLIS NEEDS SUPPORT <
H IEPA MHTPOIIOAH MAX XPEIAZETAI YIIOXTHPIEH

“In order for parishes to function well, the Metropolis must function well. Who will support the Metropolis if not Her faithful?”

«['ta va Aettovpyodv kakd ot evopieg, mpénet va Aettovpyei kald  MntpomoAn. Ilowog Oa vrootnpi&et Tnv Mntpomoln av oxt ot motoi Tng»

2019 METROPOLIS DONATION PLEDGE FORM

Name: Tel.#

Address:
Email Address: Date:

I will support the Sacred Metropolis with a pledge at the following level:
Oa vrootnpifw tnv Iepd Mntpdmodn pe Sdwped oto mapakdtw eninedo:

Please check one (can be paid monthly or in one payment): Mapkdpete pia emAoyij:

[=d Supporter Level (Total annual gift of $100-$999) For donations offered from within the
[=d Sponsor Level (Total annual gift of $1,000-$2,999) U.S., please make checks payable to:
ld Benefactor Level (Total annual gift of $3,000 or more) “Metropolis of America”

For donations offered from outside the
U.S., please make checks payable to:

My annual pledge amount— 70 7006V TN £T1)01A¢ OV SWPEAS :
Y pleds L5 H peas “St. John of San Francisco

$ per year/Tov xpovo (check enclosed) O / 1 Orthodox Monastery
All donations should be mailed to:
or My monthly pledge amount— 1j To 006V NG unviaiac pov Swpedg : The Metropolis of America, 151 Heron Rd
Cobleskill, NY
$ per month/ tov ufjva (check enclosed) 12043

In the publication, I would like the name for my donation to appear as: Y10 meplodiko, Oa 10ela To dvopa yia T dwped pov va eppavioTei wg:

D Or check here to be anonymous — 1} papkdpete €06 yia va €iote avavvpos/n.



